CIVIL   ADMINISTRATION
district which is going to be governed in the Anglo-Indian
fashion',1 revenue collection was pressed forward on the basis
of the former Turkish demands but with rigid insistence on the
payment of the full demand wherever presented, such as the
Turk had never been able to do. In the two years, 1918 and
1919, the Civil Administration collected Rs. 803,44,502,9 or an
average of twice the revenue collected in 1911, which had been
equivalent to Rs. 206,57,000.3 In 1920 the revenue receipts
were Rs. 693,22,587, excluding railway revenue,4 or three and
a third times the Turkish receipts of 1911. The original
estimate had been Rs. 760,65,698.6 The surplus for 1919 alone
was one-half the total receipts of the Turks in the pre-war
year just mentioned, while the entire surplus accumulated in
the period of the Military Occupation was one and a half times
the revenue collected in the same pre-war year. These figures
are all the more remarkable when the amounts remitted as
subsidies or for political services, as in the 'Amara and Dulaim
Divisions, are taken into consideration.
It need not be supposed, however, that taxation was unduly
oppressive, although it tended to press most heavily on the
agricultural worker to whom the burden was eventually passed
under the prevailing land tenure. Prosperity was general: trade
was flourishing, the price of agricultural products was high, wages
had risen beyond the bounds of imagination, and rents had
soared. In addition, classes who had never paid taxes were no
longer able to evade payment by bribery or force as in pre-war
days. ° Others who had paid little, escaping through faulty assess-
1	Patl. Debates, H. of C., 5th S , Vol. cli (1932), pp. 1554-5; also ibid., Vol.
cxxx (1920), p. 2234.
2	This total (exclusive of revenue grains supplied to the Army, valued at
60 lacs' Review C Admin., 1914-1920, p. 118) is based on Actuals in Budget
Estimates, 1920-1921, p. I.
0 Bulletin Annuel de Statistique, 1327. For comparison of land-revenue
receipts see supra, p 118.
4 Admin. Rep.> 1920-1922, pp. 23-4	5 Budget Estimates, 1920-1921, p. ii.
6 Handbook of Meso>, Vol i, p. 145, estimates that in pre-war days seven-
tenths of the population of the Wilayet of Basra escaped scot-free of all
taxation and paid nothing whatever except perhaps bribes.

